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The world currently finds itself in a women’s rights crisis, with many places, regions and countries in the world suffering from inequality or some form of injustice. One of these places with quote “one of the most severe gender imbalances” is Afghanistan. Founded in Northern Pakistan in September of 1994, the preceding Afghan resistance fighters forming the Taliban aim to enforce their interpretation of Islamic values (based on Sharia law) upon the entirety of Afghanistan. Following their formation, in 1995 the province of Herat, which lies on the border of Iran, was captured and exactly a year later the capital of Afghanistan, Kabul, was also captured and was ruled under the strict decree of the Taliban. By 1998, the Taliban had succeeded in controlling approximately 90% of Afghanistan.
The strict rules put into place regarding women caused them to suffer the heavy repercussions. Women were banned from most jobs, with the exception of a few public sector jobs such as primary education and midwifery. Girls were also prohibited from continuing their education past primary. This means that without further qualifications, women could not support or stabilise themselves financially, yet these qualifications were not attainable as university was not an option for Afghan women. These rules have caused the Taliban to be accused of committing gender apartheid.
On October 9, 2012, a Pakistani girl by the name of Malala Yousafzai and her friends were attacked by the Taliban on their way home from school. The attack had caused Malala to sustain severe injuries leading to her being flown out to the United Kingdom to seek treatment. This incident sparked outrage and elicited protests where her cause was taken up by the UN special envoy for global education. Following this, a petition calling upon children globally to have access to education by 2015 was appointed. Malala has since then become the face of international educational campaigns for children, girls and women around the world.
Definition of Key Terms
The Taliban
Referred to as ‘mujahedeen’ in Afghanistan, is an organisation consisting of former Afghan resistance fighters who fought in the Soviet invasion of Afghanistan in the 1980s.
Gender Apartheid
A term used to describe discrimination, segregation and oppression against a group based on gender.
Sharia Law
An Islamic teaching derived directly from the Quran that guides Muslims on how to lead their lives.
Vice and Virtue Law
A new law issued in August of 2021 detailing the rules dictated by the Taliban based on their interpretation of Sharia law and Islamic values.
Terrorism
The calculated use of violence to create a general climate of fear in a population and thereby bring about a particular political objective.
General Overview 
The Restrictions Put on Women and Girls
After the Taliban regained power in August of 2021, they came back with much stronger rules to curtail women known as the ‘vice and virtue’ laws. Regarding education and employment, girls were prohibited to continue their education past primary including university. This has led to an adult literacy rate of 22.6% in women by 2021. In June of 2022, female students from grades 4-6 were ordered to fully cover their face while commuting to school or otherwise face expulsion, and in August of the same year they were required to stay covered in the classroom although all their teachers were female. In September, the Taliban had issued for secondary education to become fully banned for girls.
It’s also important to note that a ban was also placed on almost all forms of paid employment including women-only beauty salons which has cost 60,000 jobs for women (one of the only professions and spaces women had to themselves) and midwifery/women’s healthcare which resulted in one of the highest maternal mortality rates in the world of a dangerous 620 maternal deaths per 100,000 women.
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Description automatically generated]Activities such as walking in a public park, attending gyms, playing sports and even talking in public have also been forbidden by the Taliban- the sound of women’s voices being described as an intimate part of their body therefore being mandatory to hide due to the ‘risk’ of temptation. The Islamist regime has even prevented women from reciting Quran or praying in public. Also concerning temptation, the Taliban has mandated that women cover their entire body from head to toe- including that of their eyes; burqas are the most common bodily covering women wear in Afghanistan to avoid punishment. Punishments such as flogging, stoning and public execution have also been brought back for women for offences such as adultery. The United Nations has expressed concerns that Afghan women are slowly becoming “faceless and voiceless shadows”.
The Effect of These Restrictions and How the World Reacted
Afghan human rights activists had begun a campaign at the end of 2023 called ‘End Gender Apartheid” arguing that the laws installed do not truly reflect the oppressive and subjugated nature of what is in fact happening to Afghan women. It also calls for gender apartheid to be indexed as a crime against humanity in the UN. Protests appeared all around the world with mostly women expressing their dissatisfaction of the regime and empathy for the women undergoing it. 
The Taliban’s Response
The Taliban has responded by claiming that the bans put on universities for women is only temporary and were placed partly due to women not adhering to their interpretation of Islamic dress code and the inappropriate interactions between students of different genders. They also defend this ban and insist it is necessary to prevent the mixing of genders.
Major Parties Involved 
Afghanistan
	This is where the Taliban is based and has the intent of gaining the most control of.
The Taliban
	The ruling political group capturing regions in Afghanistan (with the goal of controlling 100% of Afghanistan) and enforcing their rules upon.
United Nations Assistance Mission in Afghanistan (UNAMA)
	The UNAMA is a sector of the UN mandated through Security Council Resolution 2626 (2022) and further extended under Resolution 2678 (2023) which aims to implement better human rights, equality for women and girls and economic stability in pursuit of Afghanistan’s peace and stability.
The United States of America (USA)
	The USA has been a large factor in the diplomatic pressure and sanctions upon the Taliban since their most recent rise to power in support of women’s rights. 
Pakistan
	Pakistan has been a longtime supporter and ally of the Taliban due to a mix of historical ties and security interests. Pakistan supported and played a key role in the Taliban’s rise to power with the hopes of gaining security in the event of a conflict with India. Pakistan shares borders with both Afghanistan and India, meaning that if India were to form an alliance with Afghanistan, Pakistan would face a two-front threat- India in the east and Afghanistan in the West.
Iran
	Iran initially did not support the Taliban’s formation or their rise to power due to their religious ideological differences mostly regarding Islamic values- the Taliban’s ‘extremist’ Sunni beliefs and Iran’s Shia beliefs. Though more recently, after the US’s invasion of Afghanistan in 2001, Iran retains a pragmatic approach mainly to maintain border security.

Timeline of Key Events
	Date
	Description of event

	August 19th, 1919

	Afghanistan becomes an independent nation


	July 26th, 1921

	US formally recognises Afghanistan


	December 24th, 1979

April 14th, 1989


September 1994

August 12th, 1995

September 27th, 1996

1998

September 11th, 2001

October 7th, 2001

August 15th 

October 7th, 2001


August 15th, 2021

August 30th, 2021, 
	USSR invades Afghanistan

 The US, Pakistan, Afghanistan and the Soviet Union sign peace accords in Geneva guaranteeing Afghan independence and the withdrawal of 100,000 Soviet troops

Formation of the Taliban

Province of Herat, lying on the Afghan Iranian border, is captured by the Taliban

Taliban captures Kabul

Taliban seizes control of 90% of Afghanistan

9/11 terrorist attack in the US

US invasion of Afghanistan

US invades Afghanistan

Previous Afghan political party collapses as Taliban regains control of Afghanistan. Vice and virtue law is also implemented.

Taliban regains control of Afghanistan. Vice and virtue law is also implemented
US retreats from Afghanistan




  June 2022            	 Female students in grades 4-6 required to cover their faces while commuting to school


September 2022	Taliban finalises decision of full ban on education for girls
UN involvement, Relevant Resolutions, Treaties and Events
· Security Council Resolution 2681 (2023) condemns the decision by the Taliban to ban Afghan women from working for the UN in Afghanistan; calls for the full and equal participation of women and girls in Afghanistan (S/RES/2721)
· Security Council Resolution 1563 (2004), this resolution authorized the establishment of the International Security Assistance Force (ISAF) to provide security in Kabul (S/RES/1563)
· Security Council Resolution 1193 (1998), this resolution expressed grave concern at the conflict in Afghanistan and called it a growing threat to regional and international peace and security, demanded that all factions stop fighting and seek a peaceful resolution. (S/RES/1193)
· Security Council Resolution 1076 (1996), this resolution called on all parties in Afghanistan to stop fighting and engage in political dialogue. The Council also denounced the discrimination against girls and women. (S/RES/1076)

Previous Attempts to Solve the Issue
As seen above, there have been some attempts by the UN’s Security council to end the violence and terrorism in Afghanistan and with other nations. They have also addressed the discrimination against women and the Taliban’s prohibition against their participation in the UN. Though, it seems that the Taliban will continue to operate independently with no regards to Western influence as they have previously expressed their goal of being as far away as possible from Western values. 
In Afghanistan, women have held protests and continued to live as if there were no rules put in place for women. Women secretly held underground schools for girls and operated hidden clinics, however it would not be long before Taliban members would catch them- this plan to object backfired as the Taliban responded with even more aggression and violence than they did before. It seems that Afghan women alone find it difficult to push back against the regime without any external help.
Possible Solutions
	At the UN level, a treaty should be adopted that specifies the crimes against humanity going on in Afghanistan, and details how it links to gender apartheid. It should call upon the protection and security of Afghan women and girls and their wellbeing, putting in place their human rights such as freedom of speech, employment and access to proper healthcare. The UN should also renew the UNAMA mandate with more adequate staffing to be effective.
A UN-mandated accountability mechanism should also be underway to collect and report evidence of humanitarian crimes committed in Afghanistan with a specific record on women and girls. The rapporteurs should be supported by delegates to report to the Human Rights Council.
Other possible solutions include indirectly tackling the Taliban through finding some kind of leverage to influence the Taliban into easing the bans on women such as targeted sanctions or travel restrictions imposed through a UN Security Council resolution. Charities and campaigns can be set up to support Afghan human rights defenders in Afghanistan financially and spread awareness politically.
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[bookmark: _Hlk153564776]Appendix I 
UN Security Council Resolutions UNAMA: https://unama.unmissions.org/un-security-council-resolutions - :~:text=Security Council Resolution 1193 (1998,and seek a peaceful resolution.
Appendix II 
United Nations Assistance Mission in Afghanistan: https://unama.unmissions.org/
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